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Purpose
The primary purpose of the TRIO programs is to prepare disadvantaged individuals for successful entry into, 
retention in, and completion of post-secondary education. In general, these programs identify limited-income, first-
generation college bound students and students with disabilities and provide them with assistance, support, and 
encouragement necessary to complete a post-secondary education.

TRIO OVERVIEW
Our nation has asserted a commitment to providing educational opportunities for all Americans. In support of this 
commitment, Congress established a series of programs to help limited-income Americans enter college, graduate, 
and move on to participate more fully in society. These programs are funded under Title IV of the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act and are referred to as the TRIO programs (initially just three programs, now encompassing eight 
unique programs). 

As mandated by Congress, two-thirds of the students served must come from limited-income backgrounds with 
neither parent having graduated from college with a bachelor’s degree. More than 3,100 TRIO programs currently 
serve close to 800,000 limited-income Americans. Thirty-five percent of TRIO students are classified as White, 
35% African-American, 19% Hispanic, 4% Native American, 3% Asian-American, and 4% list themselves as other. 
More than 7,000 students with disabilities and approximately 6,000 U.S. veterans are currently enrolled in the TRIO 
programs as well.

While financial aid programs help students overcome financial barriers to higher 
education, TRIO programs help students overcome class, social, and cultural barriers 
to higher education through a variety of educational services.
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IDAHO TRIO PROGRAMS 

Institution Project Funded 
to serve

Annual 
Grant Total

Boise State University Educational Talent Search I 1043 $578,604

Educational Talent Search II 500 $277,375

Ronald E. McNair 27 $267,841

Rising Scholars Program (SSS) 180 $398,299

Teacher Preparation Program (SSS) 125 $233,781

STEM Scholars (SSS) 120 $261,888

ACES (Disability SSS) 100 $261,888

Veterans SSS 120 $261,888

Upward Bound I 89 $454,745

Upward Bound II 56 $297,601

Upward Bound Duck Valley 54 $297,601

Veterans Upward Bound 125 $297,601

12 TRIO Projects 2539 $3,889,112

Lewis-Clark State College Educational Talent Search 592 $328,413

1 TRIO Program 592 $328,413

North Idaho College Student Support Services 160 $294,725

1 TRIO Program 160 $294,725

Idaho State University Educational Talent Search Eastern 1038 $575,832

Educational Talent Search Southcentral 500 $277,375

Educational Opportunity Center I 1000 $272,753

Educational Opportunity Center II 850 $232,050

Ronald E. McNair 25 $261,888

Student Support Services 250 $340,859

Upward Bound 80 $427,936

Upward Bound Math-Science 60 $297,601

Veterans Upward Bound 125 $297,601

9 TRIO Projects 3928 $2,983,895 

Institution Project Funded 
to serve

Annual 
Grant Total

University of Idaho Educational Talent Search 714 $396,092

Educational Opportunity Center 1000 $273,793

Ronald E. McNair 25 $261,194

Student Support Services 232 $387,188

Kamiah-Clearwater Valley Upward 
Bound

60 $297,601

Silver Valley Upward Bound 65 $312,480

Benewah Latah Upward Bound 66 $348,979

Lapwai-Orofino Upward Bound 99 $490,325

Upward Bound Math-Science 73 $361,988

9 TRIO Projects 2334 $3,129,640

Grant data is for 2022-23 Fiscal Year. Data provided by U.S. Department of Education
ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/index

Numbers and Funding



STUDENT SERVICES AND RETENTION DATA
"National studies have shown that participation in TRIO substantially increases college entrance, persistence, 
completion, and graduate school enrollment among low-income, first-generation, and students with disabilities…
Given current funding levels, however, national TRIO programs reach only about 1 percent of the eligible population 
for the more intensive TRIO programs and only about 3 percent for the more extensive outreach programs in any 
given year.” (1)

Currently, there are 32 TRIO programs funded in Idaho, bringing in approximately $10 million in federal funding and 
affecting over 6,000 students. In Idaho, TRIO has a solid record of achievement in working with limited-income, first-
generation, and disabled students, but there are many more students in this demographic that Idaho TRIO does not 
have the capacity or funding to reach.

• Public schools in Idaho serving 7th - 12th grade: 415 (2)

      • High schools with a TRIO program: 63
      • Middle & Junior High schools with a TRIO program: 15 
• 7th - 12th grade students in Idaho public schools: 150,746 (2)

      • Pre-college students served by Idaho TRIO: 8,189
• Approximately 30% of Idaho high school students are 
   low-income (3)

• Approximately 12% of Idaho high school students have 	a 	
   disability (3)

• 72% of veterans in Idaho aged 25 and older have less than a 	
   bachelor’s degree (4)

(5) Pell Institute for the Study of Opportunity in Higher Education
(6) Lumina Foundation, Stronger Nation, Idaho Report, 2021

PRE-COLLEGE: POSTSECONDARY: 

• Undergraduate enrollment in Idaho: approx. 50,000 (5)

      • Undergraduate students served by Idaho TRIO: 1,364
• 40% of undergraduates in Idaho are Pell Grant recipients (5)

• 3 out of 4 public 4-year colleges have a TRIO Program 
• 1 out of 4 public 2-year colleges have a TRIO Program 
• Approximately 30% of Idaho college students identify as 
   first-generation
• 41% of Idaho adults over the age of 25 hold an associate 	
   degree or higher (6) 

EDUCATION IN IDAHO

7

(2) Idaho State Department of Education - sde.idaho.gov/finance/#attendance
(3) Idaho State Board of Education - boardofed.idaho.gov/resources/fact-book
(4) Veterans Data Central - veteransdata.info

(1)  Pell Institute, Indicators of Higher Education Equity in the United States, 2021
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Coeur d'Alene - University of Idaho 
    Silver Valley Upward Bound
    Educational Talent Search

Moscow - University of Idaho
    Benewah Latah Upward Bound
    STEM Access (UBMS) 
    Student Support Services 

    McNair Scholars

Boise - University of Idaho
    Educational Opportunity Center

Coeur d'Alene - North Idaho College
    Student Support Services

Lewiston - Lewis-Clark State College 
    Educational Talent Search 

Coeur 
d'Alene

Moscow

Lewiston

Boise

TRIO PROGRAMS IN IDAHO Congressional District One

TRIO PROGRAMS BY CITY

Orofino
Kamiah

Kamiah - University of Idaho
    Kamiah & Clearwater Valley Upward Bound

Orofino - University of Idaho
    Lapwai & Orofino Upward Bound

Boise - Boise State University    		
    Upward Bound
    Educational Talent Search 

Middle and High Schools Served: 
• Caldwell High School
• Canyon Springs High School
• Clearwater Valley High School
• Columbia High School
• Kamiah High School
• Kellogg High School
• Lake City High School
• Lakeside High School
• Lapwai High School
• Meridian High School
• Nampa High School
• New Vision High School
• Orofino High School

• Parma High School
• Parma Middle School
• Post Falls High School
• Post Falls Middle School 
• Potlatch Junior High School
• Potlatch Senior High School
• River City Middle School
• Skyview High School
• Syringa Middle School
• Vallivue High School
• Venture High School 
• Wallace High School
• Wilder High School
• Wilder Middle School

SCHOOLS SERVED BY TRIO PROGRAMS:

2022-23 District One Grant Total: $3,752,778

Universities Served
• University of Idaho
• North Idaho College
• Lewis-Clark State College
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Pocatello - Idaho State University
    Upward Bound
    Educational Talent Search - 
    (Pocatello & American Falls) 
   Veterans Upward Bound 
    Student Support Services
    McNair Scholars 
    Educational Opportunity Center -	     	
    (Pocatello & Idaho Falls)

Boise - Boise State University 
    Upward Bound
    Veterans Upward Bound
    Educational Talent Search 
    Rising Scholars (SSS)
    STEM Scholars (SSS)
    Teacher Preparation (SSS)
    ACES (SSS Disabilities)
    Veterans SSS 
    McNair Scholars 

TRIO PROGRAMS BY CITY

Middle and High Schools Served: 
• Aberdeen High School
• American Falls High School
• Blackfoot High School
• Borah High School
• Buhl High School
• Canyon Ridge High School 
• Capital High School
• Century High School
• Frank Church Alternative 		
   High School
• Gooding High School
• Highland High School

• Homedale High School
• Idaho City High School
• Idaho Falls High School
• Initial Point High School
• Kimberly High School 
• Kuna High School
• Melba High School
• Mt. Harrison High School
• Owyhee High School
• Pocatello High School
• Rimrock High School
• River City Middle School
• Shelley High School
• South Junior High School

SCHOOLS SERVED BY TRIO PROGRAMS:

Universities Served
• Boise State University
• Idaho State University 

2022-23 District Two Grant Total: $6,873,007 

Twin Falls, Burley, Jerome - 
Idaho State University 
    Educational Opportunity Center
    Educational Talent Search

Idaho Falls - Idaho State University
    Upward Bound Math-Science

American 
Falls

Boise

Pocatello

Twin Falls Burley

Idaho Falls

Jerome

TRIO PROGRAMS IN IDAHO Congressional District Two
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EDUCATIONAL
TALENT 
SEARCH
Educational Talent Search (also referred 
to as ETS, Talent Search, or TS) is an early 
intervention TRIO program which serves 
students aged 11-18, encouraging them to 
complete high school and enroll in post-
secondary education. Additionally, Talent 
Search programs may also serve high 
school dropouts or college stopouts to age 
27 by encouraging and preparing individuals 
to re-enter the educational system and 
complete their education.

SERVICES
•	 Academic, financial, and career counseling
•	 Tutorial services and referral
•	 Information on post-secondary education
•	 Exposure to college campuses
•	 Information on student financial assistance
•	 Assistance completing college admissions and 

financial aid applications
•	 Assistance in preparing for college entrance exams
•	 Financial literacy information
•	 Workshops for families of participants
•	 Service learning and leadership activities

ETS IN IDAHO
•	 Number of students funded to serve: 4,387
•	 Annual grant total: $2,433,691 
•	 6 programs in Idaho: 
	 • Boise State University - 2 programs
	 • Idaho State University - 2 programs
	 • Lewis-Clark State College - 1 program 
	 • University of Idaho - 1 program

There are 415 public schools in Idaho serving 7th - 12th 
grade students  
    • 42 high schools and 16 middle or junior high 		
       schools currently have an ETS program. 
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CALEB WEEKS

I joined the University of Idaho ETS program in 2014, my junior 
year of high school. During my time with ETS, I gained an 
understanding of group development, project planning, time 
management, and relationship building, to name a few essential 
skills. I continued with the program throughout my senior year, 
where I honed my college perspectives and learned about the 
path I wanted to pursue while attending college. Honestly, if it 
were not for ETS, I would not have gone to college due to the 
stress of being lower income and seeing my parents unable to 
pay back student loans. Because of ETS, I connected with the 
TRIO SSS department at North Idaho College (NIC), where I met 
with an advisor to transition from high school to community 
college. With those connections, I understood the resources 
available for students and thrived from there. My first year at 
NIC, I became the Student Body Vice President and the Student 
Body President the following school year.

I continued my educational journey and graduated from the 
University of Idaho with a Bachelor of Science in Organizational 
Sciences in 2020 with a 4.0 debt free. I decided to continue 
my education and began my Master’s in Public Administration. 
During that time, I would still meet with the TRIO SSS at NIC 
to discuss options, foster the connections made, and assist 
incoming students. In December 2022, I graduated with my 
master’s and accepted a job with the Department of Labor in 
Honolulu, HI, as a federal investigator for the Wage and Hour 
Division. ETS and TRIO are my beginnings foundations, and I’m 
still just getting started.

University of Idaho, Educational Talent Search 
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UPWARD 
BOUND
Upward Bound (UB) provides intensive 
academic support to participants for college 
entrance. To be admitted into the program, 
students must be between the ages of 13 and 
19 and enrolled in high school. Upward Bound 
participants are students who are planning 
to go to college but need services in order to 
accomplish their aspirations. The overall goal of 
Upward Bound is to increase the rate at which 
participants complete secondary education 
and enroll in and graduate from institutions 
of post-secondary education. Upward Bound 
programs also provide a six-week summer 
residential experience on a college campus 
to acclimate and prepare students for college 
entrance.

SERVICES
•	 Instruction in reading, writing, study skills, math, 

laboratory sciences, composition, literature, foreign 
language, and other academic subjects

•	 Academic and financial counseling
•	 Exposure to academic programs and cultural events
•	 Tutorial and mentoring programs
•	 Information on post-secondary education 

opportunities
•	 Assistance completing college admissions and 

financial aid applications
•	 Assistance with college entrance exams
•	 Service learning and leadership activities
•	 Summer program

UB IN IDAHO
•	 Number of students funded to serve: 569
•	 Annual grant total: $2,927,268 
•	 8 programs in Idaho: 
	 • Boise State University - 3 programs
	 • University of Idaho - 4 programs
	 • Idaho State University - 1 program

There are 415 public schools in Idaho serving 7th - 12th 
grade students  
    • 14 high schools and 1 middle or junior high school      	
       currently have a UB program.
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HEEWEKSE WISDOM

Seeing how far I've come in my occupation and education, 
Upward Bound has always been something I look back on. During 
Upward Bound, we as low-income students were given the 
opportunity to network with other high schools, travel and have 
different educational classes throughout the program. 

After high school, I went on to Boise State University where I 
received my B.A. in Business Management and Human Resource 
Management. I always knew I wanted to get out of Lapwai, and to 
somehow get school fully funded. I managed to achieve that goal 
and realized I can do anything I put my mind to. Going to school 
had its challenges and barriers; I faced hardship and adversity, but 
nevertheless, being a leader for my community has always been a 
dream of mine. After graduation, I moved closer to home and got 
a job as a Retention Specialist at the Native Center at University of 
Idaho. There I was able to share my experience with other Native 
students and relate to them in so many ways, but most of all I 
as able to be a person of guidance and resources. I felt like I was 
slowly inching towards what I wanted to do as a career and kept 
looking for something in the business industry. 

This past February, I landed a job as the Programs Officer for 
Nimiipuu Community Development Fund in Lapwai, Idaho. I 
will also be enrolling this Fall 2023 in the Adult, Organizational 
Learning and Leadership (AOLL) graduate program at University 
of Idaho and will continue getting an education! Financial 
education and being a leader have always been my primary 
interests. I am thankful for all my past opportunities, including 
Upward Bound, as all of it has brought me to where I am today.

University of Idaho, Upward Bound
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UPWARD 
BOUND MATH-
SCIENCE

The Upward Bound Math-Science (UBMS) 
program is designed to strengthen the math 
and science skills of participating students. 
The goal of the program is to help students 
recognize and develop their potential to excel 
in these areas and to encourage them to 
pursue post-secondary degrees in math and 
science, and ultimately careers in the math 
and science profession. Upward Bound Math-
Science also provides a summer residential 
experience on a college campus to acclimate 
and prepare students for college entrance.

SERVICES
•	 Exposure to academic programs and cultural events
•	 Academic, financial, and personal counseling
•	 Tutorial services
•	 Mentoring programs
•	 Information on post-secondary education 

opportunities
•	 Assistance completing college admissions and 

financial aid applications
•	 Information on the full range of federal student 

financial aid programs and benefits
•	 Summer program

UBMS IN IDAHO
•	 Number of students funded to serve: 133
•	 Annual grant total: $659,589 
•	 2 programs in Idaho: 
	 • Idaho State University - 1 program
	 • University of Idaho - 1 program 

There are 415 public schools in Idaho serving 7th - 12th 
grade students
    • 7 high schools and 0 middle or junior high schools 
currently have a UBMS program. 
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JONNA OVERSTREET

The Upward Bound TRIO program significantly helped me plan 
and achieve my dreams of going to the University of Idaho 
to become an architect. By giving me the knowledge and 
confidence necessary to apply for scholarships and financial aid, 
I have been able to completely cover my tuition costs with no 
money out of pocket. The resources they provided have helped 
immensely in finding scholarships that are the most suitable for 
my needs. They were very helpful in making sure I was keeping 
up with my school work in order to finish high school and offering 
assistance in case I was struggling with any assignments. 

The program’s activities were also extremely helpful for me. By 
staying on and walking around campus during the program’s 
activities, I learned my way around before I actually had classes 
to go to, which has relieved a lot of stress during my first year of 
college. The stipends I received for participating in activities have 
also been very beneficial for me. Although I have not needed 
them for tuition purposes, I have been able to use them for gas 
money and savings. The program helped me stay on track of any 
major dates, like putting in college applications and completing 
my FAFSA. They also assisted in keeping me on track with my 
dual-credit courses. By taking as many credits as I did, I will have 
my general education credits completed after just one year of 
college. 

All in all, the Upward Bound program is extremely beneficial and 
I would recommend it to anyone interested in getting a further 
education after high school. 

University of Idaho, Upward Bound Math-Science
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VETERANS
UPWARD 
BOUND
The Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) 
program is designed to help veterans 
prepare for and succeed in post-secondary 
education. The program serves veterans 
planning to attend college, universities, 
technical schools, certificate programs 
and more. Services include assessment, 
individual and group instructional programs, 
career planning, and other services to 
support veterans’ educational goals.

SERVICES
•	 Academic assessment and instruction
•	 Basic skills improvement in math, English, and 

computer skills
•	 Individual tutoring
•	 Online programs
•	 Counseling, advisement, college skills development 

workshops
•	 Assistance with financial aid forms and the 

admission process
•	 Referrals to additional college and community 

services
•	 Career interest inventory

VUB IN IDAHO
•	 Number of students funded to serve: 250
•	 Annual grant award: $595,202
•	 2 programs in Idaho: 
	 • Boise State University - 1 program
	 • Idaho State University - 1 program

Currently, 72.6% of veterans in Idaho aged 25 and 
older have less than a bachelor’s degree. 
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I started working with Veterans Upward Bound in 2021. At the 
time, I was looking for permanent housing and had many hurdles 
to overcome before I could even think about college. I was 
working long hours at a job that was not compatible with my 
physical issues, so I needed a career change.

I met up with the Education Coordinator at Veterans Upward 
Bound to discuss my options. I found her to be knowledgeable 
about all things admissions, college, and FAFSA. I had no 
previous knowledge of how to traverse academia and would have 
been completely lost in the sauce, so to speak. 

Fast-forward 8 months: I bought my first home just a few miles 
away from Treasure Valley Community College and was ready 
to finally sign up for classes. My VUB counselor introduced me 
to the certifying official who helped me to get all my GI Bill 
paperwork in order. She showed me around the campus and 
made sure I felt comfortable with CANVAS and other programs 
specific to TVCC. I am currently in my second term at TVCC, 
studying Cyber Security.

I served six years in the Army in the 3rd Infantry Division located

Pictured above is Tia, Thomas Merkel's support animal. Thomas 
wanted to share his story, but declined to share a photo of himself. 
He tributes Tia with helping him move forward every day. 

THOMAS MERKEL
Boise State University, Veterans Upward Bound

in Georgia. I deployed to Africa during my time in service as well. I’ve had my support animal, Tia (pictured), for 
three years. She is a great companion and keeps me moving forward each day.

Before I started my educational journey, I had no idea the services available for veterans like myself. I am now part 
of Wyakin Warriors and pursuing my options with VA Vocational Rehab. Without all this assistance, I would most 
likely still be working a dead-end job and not pursuing a career in a field that interests me.
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STUDENT 
SUPPORT 
SERVICES

Student Support Services (SSS) programs 
increase the college retention and 
graduation rates of their participants. 
The program provides opportunities for 
academic development, assists students 
with basic college requirements, and 
motivates students toward the successful 
completion of their post-secondary 
education. Student Support Services 
programs may also provide grant aid to 
current participants who are receiving 
Federal Pell Grants.

SERVICES
•	 Instruction in reading, writing, math, and study skills
•	 Tutorial services and mentoring programs
•	 Academic, financial aid, and personal counseling
•	 Assistance in securing admission and financial aid for 

enrollment in graduate and professional programs
•	 Information about career options
•	 Direct financial assistance (grant aid) to current 

participants who are receiving Federal Pell Grants
•	 At 2-year institutions, SSS provides assistance 

securing admission and financial aid for enrollment in 
4-year institutions

SSS IN IDAHO
•	 Number of students funded to serve: 1,287
•	 Annual grant total: $2,440,516 
•	 8 programs in Idaho: 
	 • Boise State University - 5 programs
	 • Idaho State University - 1 program
	 • North Idaho College - 1 program
	 • University of Idaho - 1 program

There are approximately 50,000 undergraduate 
students in Idaho. 
    • SSS Programs in Idaho are currently funded to serve 	
      1,287 undergraduates
    • 3 out of 4 public 4-year colleges and 1 out of 4 	
      public 2-year colleges have an SSS program 
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CHEYENNE LILLIS

The TRIO STEM program has provided me with a tremendous 
amount of support and opportunities throughout the last two 
years of my undergraduate experience. I have received support 
in many ways: emotionally during regular meetings, academically 
during advising and study sessions, financially from scholarships, 
and career security by the opportunities to attend specialized 
conferences. I had the privilege of attending the National Athletic 
Training Association (NATA) conference in June of 2022, fully 
funded by the TRIO STEM program, and I gained an enormous 
amount of confidence for my current educational endeavors and 
future career path.

This experience also motivated me on a deeper level to continue to 
do my best, even go above and beyond in everything that I pursue. 
This encouraged me to continue my studies at a graduate level, 
apply to two graduate schools, and be accepted to both Master of 
Athletic Training programs, following my Spring 2023 graduation. 
The two advisors that I have had throughout my time with TRIO, 
Jeni and Amanda, supported and appreciated me for the unique 
individual that I am and the non-traditional path I have been on. I 
would not be where I am in my college journey without the support 
and help of these two wonderful women; I have TRIO to thank for 
bringing them into my path. 

Being a first-generation college student from a lower-income 
family has its challenges, but I have been able to overcome those 
challenges through the connections, support, and resources TRIO 
has given me. My mental health is thriving, my social opportunities 
are blossoming, and my academics are excelling, all greater than I could’ve dreamed of or imagined.

Boise State University, TRIO STEM Scholars SSS
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MCNAIR POST-
BACCALAUREATE 
ACHIEVEMENT 
PROGRAM
The Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate 
Achievement Program prepares students 
for doctoral studies through involvement 
in research and other scholarly activities. 
Participants are from underrepresented 
backgrounds and have demonstrated strong 
academic potential. Institutions work closely 
with participants as they complete their 
undergraduate requirements and encourage 
participants to enroll in graduate programs.  
They track their progress to the successful 
completion of the advanced degree. 

SERVICES
•	 Research opportunities, seminars, and summer 

internships
•	 Exposure to cultural events
•	 Mentoring programs
•	 Tutoring services
•	 Academic counseling
•	 Financial assistance
•	 Guidance for students seeking admission and 

financial aid for graduate programs

MCNAIR IN IDAHO
•	 Number of students funded to serve by McNair: 77
•	 Annual grant total: $790,923
•	 3 programs in Idaho: 
	 • Boise State University - 1 program
	 • University of Idaho - 1 program
	 • Idaho State University - 1 program

There are approximately 50,000 undergraduate 
students in Idaho. 
    • McNair Programs in Idaho are currently funded to 	
      serve 77 undergraduates
    • 3 out of 4 public 4-year colleges have a McNair 	
      Scholars Program. 
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TREYTON HARRIS

I started my undergraduate degree at Idaho State University 
to fulfil my dream of working in the field of biological plant 
research. I was quite unsure of my academic abilities as it had 
been nearly a decade since I had attended high school and had 
not completed any higher education. I instantly fell in love with 
learning and biological research. However, as a first-generation 
college student I was entirely unfamiliar with graduate school in 
general, let alone the process of obtaining a graduate degree. 
The TRIO McNair program de-mystified this for me, set me on 
the path for success in graduate school, and served as a critical 
support system through the end of my undergraduate degree.

Not only did the McNair program help me to get accepted into 
a wonderful graduate program, but it also prepared me for the 
upcoming challenges of graduate school. I am now in a MS
Biology program at Idaho State University where I study the 
impacts of genome-size and resource availability on plant 
communities and ecosystem functioning. I love the program 
that I am in, the research that I am conducting, and the possible 
positive impacts that it may have on the world.

The McNair program completely changed my academic 
trajectory for the better and allowed me to discover my full 
potential as future researcher. The program left me feeling 
inspired and prepared for graduate school and beyond. I will 
always be grateful for this and for all my experiences in the 
TRIO McNair program.

Idaho State University, McNair Scholars
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EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY 
CENTER

The Educational Opportunity Center’s 
(EOC) mission is to assist and enroll 
adults (19+) in college and career training 
programs. Adults face unique barriers to 
pursuing their education, and EOC’s are 
able to provide the necessary support and 
resource referrals for them to successfully 
enroll in their program of choice. EOC’s 
also support with high school equivalency 
completion and can serve youth who are 
not able to be served by Educational Talent 
Search.

SERVICES
•	 Academic advising
•	 Career exploration
•	 Information on post-secondary education 

opportunities
•	 Information on student financial assistance
•	 Assistance completing college admissions and 

financial aid applications
•	 Connecting to academic and student services
•	 Default loan rehabilitation assistance
•	 Referrals to community and agency partners
•	 Default loan rehabilitation assistance

EOC IN IDAHO
•	 Number of students funded to serve by EOC: 2,850
•	 Annual grant total: $778,596 
•	 3 programs in Idaho: 
	 • University of Idaho - 1 program
	 • Idaho State University - 2 programs

Approximately 41% of Idaho adults over the age of 25 
hold an associate degree or higher. An additional 10.5% 
hold certificates or industry credentials (1). 
    • EOC’s are funded to serve less than 1% of 		
      the eligible adults who do not hold any certificate or 	
      diploma.

(1) Lumina Foundation, Stronger Nation, Idaho Report, 2021
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ALEJANDRA MOLINA 

My name is Alejandra Molina. About a year ago I started working as 
a Para Educator at Burley Junior High School. I found myself liking 
what I do. I get to work with a great teacher, who has inspired and 
motivated me to go back to school. I really had to think about it 
because I am not twenty years old anymore. I have a family to take 
care of and bills to pay. I did not think I would have to time to do 
more than I was doing already, but I always believed, if I really want 
to accomplish something in my life, I have to work for it. 

When I started looking at going to school, I knew that I would need 
all the help I could get. I learned about this wonderful TRIO program 
from when my daughter was in high school. I contacted the TRIO 
Advisor Irma Martinez, and she has been amazing! TRIO has made 
my going to college possible in many ways. Irma helped me with my 
FAFSA, with completing my admissions requirements, with finding 
scholarships, and she has answered any question or concerns I had. 
She is always there and willing to help. I can now say I can do this 
because I am not alone in this process.

There are people like me who want to go back to school and make 
changes to improve their lives by getting an education. Resources 
like TRIO can make it possible. TRIO helps and guides people to 
achieve their goals and to believe in themselves. I am grateful to be 
part of this wonderful program. Today, I am on my second year and 
seeking an associate degree in education at the College of Southern 
Idaho. SI SE PUEDE!

Idaho State University, Educational Opportunity Center



HELPFUL WEBSITES

Northwest Association of Educational Opportunity Programs (NAEOP): www.naeoptrio.org

Council for Opportunity in Education (COE): www.coenet.org

U.S. Department of Education TRIO homepage: www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/index.html

Idaho Department of Education: www.sde.idaho.gov

Idaho State Board of Education: www.boardofed.idaho.gov

Idaho Association of TRIO Professionals (IATP): www.idahoatp.org

IATP
IDAHO ASSOCIATION OF 

TRIO PROFESSIONALS 

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT: idahoatp.org


