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TRiO

• Educational Talent Search
• Upward Bound
• Upward Bound - Math/Science
• Upward Bound - Veterans
• Student Support Services
• Ronald E. McNair
• Educational Opportunity Centers

Builds Lives!“ I was given hope and resolved 
to keep going toward a degree.”

-Darryal Canada
Veterans Upward Bound
Boise State University
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TRiO
Our nation has asserted a commitment to providing educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of 

race, ethnic background or economic circumstance. In support of this commitment, Congress established 
a series of programs to help low-income Americans enter college, graduate and move on to participate more 
fully in society. These programs are funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Opportunity Act and are 
referred to as the TRIO programs (initially just three programs, now encompassing eight unique programs). 

As mandated by Congress, two-thirds of the students served must come from low-income backgrounds and 
neither parent graduated from college. More than 2,800 TRIO Programs currently serve nearly one million 
low-income Americans. Thirty-seven percent of TRIO students are classified as White, 35% African-American, 
19% Hispanic, 4% Native American, 4% Asian-American, and 1% list themselves as other. Twentytwo thousand 
students with disabilities and more than 25,000 U.S. veterans are currently enrolled in the TRIO programs as 
well.

While financial aid programs 
help students overcome 
financial barriers to higher 
education, TRIO programs help 
students overcome class, social, 
and cultural barriers to higher 
education through a variety of 
educational services. 

The primary purpose of the TRIO programs is to prepare 
disadvantaged individuals for successful entry into, retention 

in, and completion of postsecondary education. In general, these 
programs identify low income, first-generation college students and 
students with disabilities and provide them with assistance, support 
and encouragement necessary to complete a postsecondary 
education.

Purpose

Works!



TRiO

Low-
income 

students are 
being left 

behind. 
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The United States needs to boost both its 
academic and economic competitiveness 

globally. In order to foster and maintain a healthy 
economy as well as compete globally, the United 
States needs a strong, highly 
educated, and competent 
workforce. To be on par 
with other nations, the 
country needs students, no 
matter their background, 
who are academically 
prepared and motivated to 
achieve success.

Only 38% of low-income high 
school seniors go straight to college 
as compared to 81% of their peers in the 
highest income quartile. Then, once enrolled 
in college, low income students earn bachelor’s 
degrees at a rate that is less than half of that of 
their high-income peers — 21% as compared 

with 45%.

The growing achievement gap in our country 
is detrimental to our success as a nation. There 

is a tremendous gap in educational 
attainment between America’s 

highest and lowest income 
students - despite similar 

talents and potential. 
While there are 
numerous talented and 
worthy low-income 

students, relatively few 
are represented in higher 

education, particularly at 
America’s more selective four-

year colleges and universities. 
While nearly 67% of high-income, 

highly-qualified students enroll in four-
year colleges, only 47% of low-income, highly-
qualified students enroll. (ACSFS 2005).

The Importance of TRiO
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TRiO
Growing up in Aberdeen, I faced the stereotypes of a typical Hispanic young 

woman. I was told I could not be successful because of my ethnicity and because 
my parents did not have the money or education to help me. However, I became 
involved with TRiO Educational Talent Search (ETS) where they helped me 
prepare to go to college. With the help of my ETS advisor, my dream of going 
to college fell into place. I will never forget how I felt as I walked across the 
stage to receive my high school diploma! 

I would not be where I am now without my family and friends as well as the 
support I received from TRiO programs. My advisor was always there when 
I needed help. Today, I am an example for my brothers and living proof that 
obtaining a Bachelor’s degree is not impossible. 

-Maria Lemos
 TRiO Talent Search (ETSand 
SSS) Alumni - Idaho State Univesity

TS (also referred to as Educational Talent Search) is primarily an early intervention TRiO program serving 
individuals aged 11-18 to encourage students to complete high school and enroll in post-secondary 

education. Additionally, TS programs may also serve high school dropouts or college stopouts to age 27 by 
encouraging and preparing individuals to re-enter the educational system and complete their education.

Purpose

Educational Talent Search

• Academic, financial, career counseling
• Tutorial services and referral
• Information on postsecondary education
• Exposure to college campuses
• Information on student financial assistance
• Assistance completing college admissions/financial 

aid applications
• Assistance in preparing for college entrance exams
• Financial literacy information
• Workshops for the families of participants
• Service learning and leadership activities

Services

Impacts Lives!

Stats

99%

68%

Number of Students Served: 3887
5 Programs in Idaho (BSU, ISU, LCSC, UI)

Senior Graduation from 
High School

Post-Secondary 
Enrollment



Upward Bound provides intensive academic support to participants for college entrance. To be 
admitted into the program, students must be between the ages of 13 and 19 and enrolled in high 

school. UB participants are students that are planning to go to college but need services in order to 
accomplish their aspirations. The overall goal of Upward Bound is to increase the rate at which par-
ticipants complete secondary education and enroll in and graduate from institutions of postsecondary 
education. Upward Bound programs also provide a six-week summer experience on a college campus to 
a acclimatemate and prepare students for college entrance.

• Instruction in reading, writing, study 
skills, math, laboratory sciences, 
compositions, literature, foreign 
language, and other academic subjects

• Academic and financial counseling
• Exposure to academic programs and 

cultural events
• Tutorial and mentoring programs
• Information on postsecondary 

education opportunities
• Assistance completing college entrance 

and financial aid applications and for 
college entrance exams

• Service learning and leadership 
activities

• Six-week summer residential program

Living in a family that made next to nothing really 
hindered my college dream. I assumed that when 

I grew up, I would be going between jobs, like my parents 
did, barely making ends meet. However, as a freshman in 

high school, the college dream was mine for the grasping as 
I joined Upward Bound. Upward Bound guided me through 

everything and was able to help me, not only go to college, but 
succeed in college. We learned time management, how to deal 

with stress, how to keep healthy, and were exposed to different 
cultures! Being here in Lewis Clark State College has made all the 
difference in my life. Now, I can become that high school English teacher just as I planned, 
simply because UB was there for me.

Upward Bound

-Josi Miller
Silver Valley Upward Bound
University of Idaho

Educational Talent Search and U
pw

ard Bound

Purpose

Services

TRiO
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Stats

90%

97%

68%

65%

Number of Students Served: 738
9 Programs Throughout Idaho (BSU, ISU, UI)

Proficiency on ISAT 
Math, Reading, and LA

Non-Senior Retention in 
Program

Senior Post-Secondary 
Placement

Post-Secondary 
Persistence
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TRiO Provides Hope!

Upward Bound Math/Science

The Upward Bound Math and Science program is designed to strengthen the math 
and science skills of participating students. The goal of the program is to help 

students recognize and develop their potential to excel in math and science and to 
encourage them to pursue postsecondary degrees in math and science, and 
ultimately careers in the math and science profession.

Purpose

Services
• Exposure to academic programs and cultural events
• Instruction in reading, writing, study skills, and 

other subjects necessary for success in education 
beyond high school

• Academic, financial, or personal counseling
• Tutorial services
• Mentoring programs
• Information on postsecondary education 

opportunities
• Assistance in completing college entrance and 

financial aid applications and for college entrance 
exams

• Information on the full range of Federal Student 
Financial Aid programs and benefits

• Six-week summer residential program

Veterans Upward 
Bound

The Veterans Upward Bound program is designed 
to help veterans prepare for and succeed in 

postsecondary education. The program serves veterans 
planning to attend college, universities, technical 
scdhools, certificate programs and more. Services 
include assessment, individual and group instructional 
programs, career planning, and other services to 
support veterans’ eductional goals.

Purpose

Veterans Upward Bound filled a void. 
I was given hope and resolved to keep 
going toward a degree. Since I have 
joined, I have become more confident 
in the direction I am going, and have 
overcame obstacles at work that I could 
not before. It’s been an incredible 
experience. -Darryal Canada

Veterans Upward Bound, 
Boise State University

Stats

61%

100%

Number of Students Served: 125
1 Program In Idaho (BSU)

Post-Secondary 
Placement

Post-Secondary 
Persistence



73%

86%

47%

90%

Number of Students Served: 160
5 Programs Throughout Idaho (BSU, ISU, LCSC, NIC, UI)

Student Support Services (SSS) programs increase the college retention and graduation rates of its 
participants. The program provides opportunities for academic development, assists students with basic 

college requirements, and motivates students towards the successful completion of their postsecondary 
education. Student Support Services projects also may provide grant aid to current participants who are 
receiving Federal Pell Grants.

• Instruction in reading, 
writing, math, and/or 
study skills

• Tutorial services and 
mentoring programs

• Academic, financial aid, and personal 
counseling

• Assistance in securing admission and 
financial aid for enrollment in graduate 
and professional programs

• Information about career options
• Direct financial assistance (grant 

aid) to current participants who are 
receiving federal pell grants

• At two year institutions, SSS provides 
assistance securing admission and 
financial Page 7

TRiO
U
pw

ard Bound M
ath/Science and Veterans U

B - Student Support Services

Student Support Services 
Purpose

Services

Program Retention Rate 

Good Academic Standing 

6-Year Graduation Rate with 
Bachelor’s

Graduation Rate or Transfer 
to 4-year Institution

I started 
college with no idea what I was doing, how to be 

successful, or where to go for help. Becoming acquainted with the staff, 
services, and resources at SSS introduced me to a safe, friendly place to go 
to ask for help, study, learn new skills, and overall become a better, more 

successful student. —Mary Breach
Student Support Services, BSU

Stats



TRiO

92%

75%

Number of Seudents Served: 26 
1 Program in Idaho (BSU)
Completion of  Scholarly Research: 100

Stats

Attainment of BA withing 3 years

Enrollment in Post-Baccalaureate 
Program

Provides Opportun
ity!

McNair Post Baccalaureate Program
Purpose
The Ronald E. McNair program prepares students for doctoral studiesb through involvement in research and 

other scholarly activities. Participants are from disadvantaged backgrounds and have demonstrated strong 
academic potential. Institutions work closely with participants as they complete their undergraduate 
requirements. Institutions encourage participants to 
enroll in graduate programs, and then track their 
progress through to the successful completion of 
the advanced degrees. The goal is to increase the 
attainment of Ph.D. degrees by students from 
underrepresented segments of the society.

Services
• Instruction in reading, writing, math, and/or study 

skills
• Tutorial services and mentoring programs
• Academic, financial aid, and personal counseling
• Assistance in securing admission and financial 

aid for enrollment in graduate and professional 
programs

• Information about career options
• Direct financial assistance (grant aid) to current 

participants who are receiving federal pell grants
• At two year institutions, SSS provides assistance 

securing admission and financial aid for 
enrollment in four year institutions
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current program. 
-David Estrada
McNair Scholar, Boise State University 
Alumnus

Prior to joining the McNair 
Scholars Program I did not 
dare to imagine the things I 
have now accomplished or 
the discoveries I would make 
as part of my dissertation 

research. [McNair Scholars] 
program provided me with my 

first understanding of the opportunities 
a graduate education offers, and guided 
me through a rigorous graduate school 
application process. The program was also an 
essential part of my undergraduate research 
experience, which I later learned was a key 
factor in my gaining admission into my 



TRiO
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M
cN

air Post Baccalaureate Program
 - Educational O

pportunity Center
Educational Opportunity Center
Purpose

Services

One of the first things 
you notice when 

meeting Carolyn is her 
motivation. She developed 
this trait at an early age 
to cope with numerous 
childhood moves, adjusting 
to new places, and 
becoming a teen mom. 
That same persistence is 
now helping her to achieve her goal of 
completing her degree in Social Work.

Carolyn married young and was not 
allowed to pursue her dreams of higher 
education. After overcoming this barrier, 
Carolyn’s fear and self-doubt continued to 
hold her back from pursuing her educational 
dreams. She felt her chance had come 
when she saw the College of Western Idaho 
campus open. Carolyn was unsure how to 
begin college when she heard about the TRiO 
Educational Opportunity Center. The EOC 
gave Carolyn the support and guidance she 
needed to overcome her initial fears about 
school and to conquer her insecurities. With 
the EOC, she took that first step and saw her 
abilities were greater than she realized. 

TRIO staff helped Carolyn get into college and 
assisted and encouraged her continually through 
the financial aid process. Carolyn said “just 
knowing there was someone there that I could 
count on was the most important thing that TRiO 
did for me.” Carolyn is close to finishing her 
associate’s degree at CWI with the ultimate goal 
of completing her bachelor’s degree. Carolyn’s 
TRiO advisor, Tracy Labraaten, said “I believe 
in Carolyn’s abilities and know she will make an 
amazing social worker!”

Educational Opportunity Centers increase the 
number of adult (19+) participants who enroll in 

programs of postsecondary education. Educational 
Opportunity Centers may also provide services to 
youth with out access to a Talent Search program in the 
area.

• Academic Advising and Personal Counseling
• Career workshops
• Information on postsecondary education 

opportunities
• Information on student financial assistance
• Tutoring services and mentoring
• Assistance in completing applications for 

admissions and financial aid
• Coordination with nearby postsecondary 

institutions

- Carolyn Thorne
Educational Opportunity Center,
University of Idaho

Stats
Number of Students Served: 1000
1 Program in Idaho (UI)
• Participants Aged 28+ Served 550
• Participants With Children 550
• Participants That Are Veterans 50
• College Ready Participants Enrolled 

in Post-Secondary Education
440
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TRiO Provides Confidenc
e!

TRiO in Idaho
Currently, there are 23 TRiO Programs funded in Idaho, brining in about $7 million in federal 

funding, and affecting nearly 6,700 students.  In Idaho, TRiO has a solid record of achievement in 
working with low-income, first-generation, and disabled students.

36%

43%

43%

43%

68%

66%

73%

47%

TRiO Students Idaho General Population

Earned Bachelors Degree Within 6 years (SSS 
Populations)

Post-Secondary Persistence (SSS Populations)

Post-Secondary Persistence (UB Populations)

Post-Secondary Placement Rate (ETS and UB 
Populations)

“I can never 
thank you enough 
for the impact you 
have had on my life.”

-David Estrada
McNair Scholar, Boise State University 
Alumnus
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TRiOTRiO Programs in Idaho TR
iO
 Program

s in Idaho

Idaho Institution Program Students 
Served

Annual 
Grant Total

Boise State University Educational Talent Search (ETS I) 1043 $479,097
Educational Talent Search (ETS II) 500 $230,000
Ronald E. McNair 26 $225,000
Student Support Services (SSS) 180 $334,590
Upward Bound (UB I) 86 $382,009
Upward Bound (UB II) 54 $250,000
Upward Bound (UB III) 56 $250,000
Upward Bound (UB IV) 56 $250,000
Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) 125 $250,000
9 TRiO Programs 2126 $2,650,696

Idaho State University Educational Talent Search (ETS) 1038 $477,503
Student Support Services (SSS) 250 $286,338
Upward Bound 80 $359,488
3 TRiO Programs 1368 $1,123,329

Lewis-Clark State College Student Support Services (SSS) 160 $325,654
Educational Talent Search (ETS) 592 $230,000
2 TRiO Programs 752 $555,654

North Idaho College Student Support Services (SSS) 160 $247,584
1 TRiO Program 160 $247,584

University of Idaho Educational Talent Search (ETS) 714 $328,079
Student Support Services (SSS) 225 $325,260
Upward Bound Clearwater Valley (CVUB) 60 $250,000
Upward Bound Silver Valley (SVUB) 63 $262,500
Upward Bound Northwest Nations (NNUB) 66 $293,160
Upward Bound Lapwai and Orofino 99 $411,899
Upward Bound Math Science (UBMS) 73 $304,089
Educational Opportunity Center 1000 $230,000
8 TRiO Programs 2300 $2,404,987

Totals 23 TRiO Programs 6706 $6,982,250



TRiO Fulfills Dreams!
Contact and Additional Information
For more information on TRiO Programs in Idaho and accross the nation, use the following:

Helpful Websites
NAEOP: Northwest Association of Educational Opportunity Programs: www.naeop-trio.org
Council for Opportunity in Education: www.coenet.us
US Department of Education TRIO Homepage: www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/index.html
Idaho Department of Education: www.sde.idaho.gov
Idaho State Board of Education: www.boardofed.idaho.gov
Idaho Association of TRiO Professionals: idahotrioassociation.wordpress.com

Contact Information
Memo Caldera - President of Idaho Association of TRiO Professionals
Advisor/Planner of ETS
Idaho State University
921 S 8th Ave
Pocatello, ID 83209-8345
1.208.282.3242
trio@isu.edu


